cedure, since when the head is fully extended upon the trunk the neck is apt to become constricted by bands, collars, etc. As a rule it is easy to detect by the shape of the chest whether unduly tight clothing is worn, and if there be any suspicion of such a state of things a simple and expeditious test should be applied. The hands should be placed lightly upon the neck just below the collar bones and the patient instructed to take a deep breath. The hands should then be placed lightly upon the sides, just above the hips, and the patient again instructed to breathe deeply. If the corsets are too tight the amount of movement will be very slight, and then it is unnecessary to go through all this in every case, and here, as elsewhere, the administrator of the anaesthetic must rely upon his common sense and judgment.
The necessity for attention to these preliminaries has been brought forcibly home to us all by the recent fatality in Edinburgh where a lady, aged 71, was so tightly laced that when under the influence of nitrous oxide gas she ceased to breathe, and as she was the subject of extensive heart disease, her 
